
 

Physician Associate National Certification and 
Recertification Examinations - Changes to the limit on 
attempts and eligibility period 

What are the changes? 
 
Changes are being made to the number of attempts permitted at each examination component for 
both the Physician Associate National Certification Examination (PANE) and Physician Associate 
National Recertification Examination (PANRE). Changes are also being made to the maximum 
eligibility period of a previously passed PANE component: 
 

• The number of attempts permitted at a component of the PANE or PANRE will be increased 
from three to four. 

• The maximum eligibility period of a previously passed PANE component will be increased 
from 14 months to 18 months 
 

Why are the changes being made? 
 
Ensuring the PANE and PANRE continue to provide an environment within which candidates can 
undertake an examination to the best of their ability is essential, and the Royal College of Physicians 
(RCP) continually monitors the eligibility criteria for both the PANE and PANRE to help maintain 
standards and ensure candidates are supported throughout their examination journey. When areas 
of improvement are identified we have a responsibility to consider these carefully, and to implement 
changes in such a way as to maximises fairness to all candidates. 

 
When do the changes come into effect? 
 
To provide sufficient notice to affected candidates, particularly those who are currently out of 
attempts and who may wish to undertake a period of further training in preparation for a fourth 
attempt, the changes will come into effect via updated Physician Associate National Certification 
Examination Regulations and Physician Associate National Recertification Examination Regulations 
on 27 June 2022. This is ahead of the assessment period in September and October 2022. 
 



 

How does this affect candidates who have previously reached the limit on attempts at an 
examination component of the PANE? 
 
If you have previously had three attempts at one or both PANE components you are now eligible for 
one further attempt at the relevant component(s), and this will automatically be applied to your 
candidate record. You may also need to be aware of the length of time that has elapsed since you 
last completed an examination component. The table below covers the different groups of 
candidates who will be eligible for a further attempt, and the next steps for each group: 

 
Group Outcome 

I have had three unsuccessful attempts at 
both the knowledge-based assessment (KBA) 

and OSCE 

 
Number of attempts increased to four for 

both components 
 

 
I have had three unsuccessful attempts at 

one component, but less than three 
unsuccessful attempts at the other 

component 
 

Number of attempts increased to four for 
both components 

 

I have passed one component of the PANE 
on or after 27 December 2020, but have had 

three unsuccessful attempts at the other 
component 

 
Number of attempts increased to four for 

the outstanding component. 
 

Outstanding component must be completed 
within 18 months of receiving results for the 
successful component, otherwise previously 
passed component will need to be retaken. 

 

I passed one component of the PANE on or 
before 26 December 2020 but have had 
three unsuccessful attempts at the other 

component. 

 
As the increased 18-month eligibility period 
has expired you will be required to retake 

the previously passed component, as well as 
the previously outstanding component. 

 
Number of permitted attempts raised to 

four for both components (previous passes 
at a component do not count towards the 

limit of four). 
 

 
All those in the four groups above will be contacted directly to explain the next steps, should they 
wish to continue with the PANE. 

 
I have yet to reach the limit on attempts, but I’ve previously reached the 14-month 
maximum eligibility period of a previously passed PANE component. How does the 
increase to 18 months affect me? 
 
If you successfully completed one component of the PANE and received the results for this between 
27 December 2020 and 27 April 2021, the extension of the eligibility period to 18 months will then 
allow you to apply for the September/October 2022 assessment period, which opens for applications 
on 27 June 2022.  
 
If you are in the above group but are not successful at the outstanding component in 
September/October 2022 (or do not apply) then your eligibility period will expire, and you will need 



 
to retake the previously passed component. You will only be able to retake the previously passed 
component if your unsuccessful attempt in September/October 2022 was not your fourth. 
 
If you successfully completed one component of the PANE and received the results for this on or 
before 26 December 2020 the newly extended eligibility period does not extend to cover the 
September 2022 assessment period, and you will need to retake the previously completed 
component, along with the outstanding component. A new 18-month eligibility period would then 
begin when you successfully complete your next examination component. 
 

What happens if I reach the new limit of four attempts?  
 
If you reach the limit of four unsuccessful attempts at a component of the PANE, you will not be 
permitted any further attempts, will not be able to complete the Physician Associate National 
Certification Examination, and will not be able to apply for Faculty of Physician Associate 
membership granting you entry onto the Physician Associate Managed Voluntary Register (PAMVR). 
 

I am planning to sit one or more PANE components in May 2022, what does this mean for 
me? 
 
As the changes are not coming into effect until June 2022, all candidates applying for the May 2022 
assessment period will still need to have had less than three attempts at an examination 
component, and any previously completed component must have been achieved on or before 14 
January 2021. Candidates who have reached three attempts and/or are outside of the 14-month 
window for eligibility will need to wait until the September 2022 assessment period before applying. 
 

Will any other element of the PANE or PANRE be changing? 
 
No. The content, structure, and standard setting of all PANE or PANRE examination components 
remains unchanged. 
 

I’m a recertification candidate, how does this affect me? 
 
To remain on the Physician Associate Managed Voluntary Register (PAMVR) physician associates 
must pass the Physician Associate National Recertification Examination every 6 years. The first 
opportunity will be at the beginning of your fifth year after successfully completing the PANE and 
you must pass the PANRE before the end of the sixth year. This two-year window repeats every five 
years thereafter. 
 
The number of permitted attempts within each of your recertification windows will be increased 
from three to four. If you fail the PANRE on four occasions within the above timeframe or fail to 
complete the PANRE within the two-year window, you will be in breach of the requirements for 
continued FPA membership, your membership may be revoked, and you name removed from the 
PAMVR. You will then have to take both elements of the PANE (KBA and OSCE) and reapply for FPA 
membership and entry onto the PAMVR. 
 
For more information on where you currently sit within the recertification cycle, please contact the 
Faculty of Physician Associates. 
 

Further guidance 
 
If you have any further questions or want to know how the changes directly affect your future status 
as a PANE or PANRE candidate, please contact us via PAExams@RCP.ac.uk.  
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